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ROSS-ON-WYL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Miss  Bryant  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  Report  for  the  year 
■1947?  vvikich  contains  no  special  comment  inserted  on  specific  instructions 
of  the  Council  but  reports  in  a  general  way  upon  matters  having  a  bearing 
upon  the  health  of  the  population. 

The  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  Article  17  sub¬ 
section  5  of  tho  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935?  and 
in  accordance  with  Circular  170/47  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  health  of  tho  population  was  fairly  satisfactory  with 
a  high  live  birth  rate,  freedom  from  puerperal  and  maternal  deaths  and  a 
low  infant  mortality  rate. 

The  report  also  contains  a  meteorological  report  on  tho 
year  1947?  kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  F.J.  Bar  sons,  Meteorologist  in  Charge, 

The  Observatory,  Ross-on-Wye,  to  whom  I  am  indebted,  I  have  to  acknowledge 
also  assistance  most  willingly  given  me  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  and 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  throughout  the  year,  by  my  colleagues,  Mr. 

L.  Moses,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Mir.  C.  Caddick,  Surveyor,  end  Mr.  R.H.  Shaw 
Batchford,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record 
my  appreciation  of  tho  help  and  support  which  tho  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  have  given  me.  This  kindliness  has  smoothed  the  path  and  pro¬ 
moted  efficiency  of  the  Officers. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Miss  Bryant  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HOGG. 

Tiro  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


27th  August,  1948. 
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SECTION 


A* 


r  STATISTICS  AND  SOCI CONDITIONS  OF  'THE  ARSA:- 


•iU*ea  (in  acres )  •••  •••  •••  •••  « . . 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  ... 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (-^nd  of  1947)  ••• 

Rateable  Fg.lue  •••  *  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


» « .  « . « 


•••  1,004 
...  4,870 

1,383 
...  £32,435 
...  £135. 2. lid. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  T.  12.± 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ...  24.8 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  &  still)  ..  ...  54*7 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ...  15*4 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES: 


Rate  per  1,000 
■deaths  Total  Births. 

Heading  No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  NIL  NIL 

Heading  No.  30  ...  uther  Puerperal  Causes  NIL  NIL 

DEATH  RaTS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEL-R.  eF 

All  infants  per  1,000  Livo  Births  ...  ...  .  41*3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  .  3^.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ...  100.0 

The  Urban  District  of  Ross-on-. /ye  forms  a  small  country 
town  on  the  River  %e  in  the  south  of  the  County  of  Hereford.  It  is  on  old 
town, of  some  historical  interest  end  is  a.  centre  for  the  attractive  rural 
country  of  the  Wye  Valley. 

The  industries  located  in  the  town  include  timber  and  joinery 
works?  a  grain  mill,  a  brewery  and  an  v 11  recovery  plant.  The  town  is  best 
known,  however,  as  a  holiday  centre  end  catering  for  visitors  forms  an 
important  trade,  especially  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year. 
Tho  River  Wye  ha.s  considerable  reputation  with  anglers  and  many  visitors 
arrive  with  this  purpose  in  view'. 

The  town  has  also  a  reputation  as  a  winter  resort  for  the 
climate  is  equable  and  the  winter  is,  as  a  general  rule,  mild  and  pleasant. 

Ross  is  situated  on  the  old  red  sandstone  of  the  Devonian 
System,  a  rock  which  occurs  throughout  the  greater  portion  of  tho  county. 
Formerly  used  as  a  building  ma.teria.1?  the  use  of  this  stono  for  such  purposes 
lias  almost  entirely  ceased. 
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POPULATION : - 
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The  Registrar  General* s  os t inated  mid-year  population  is  4:370, 
This  population  has  shown  little  tendency  to  variation  within  the  past  forty 
years#  The  census  population  of  1911  was  4? 71 3*  of  1921  was  4, 701  and  that 
of  1931  was  4,735*  The  stationary  population  is  apparently  due  to  the  move¬ 
ment  of  younger  people  to  other  areas  as  there  does  not  seem  to  be  sufficient 
variety  in  the  occupations  available  to  offer  suitable  employment  for  all  the 
younger  residents. 

The  estimated  population  docs  not  include  the  number  of 
visitors  who  reside  within  the  area,  for  a.  short  period  throughout  the  year, 
this  number  appears  to  attain  a  maximum  of  about  1,000  persons  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August. 


On  the  basis  of  the  estimated  population,  the  average  number 
of  persons  per  inhabited  house  is  3« 52,  and  the  average  number  cf  persons 
per  a.cre  is  4«9«  The  gross  density  of  dwellings  per  acre  is  1*38,  but  this 
figure  does  not  take  into  account  the  area  of  land  unsuitable  for  building 
purposes.  The  net  housing  density  is  therefore  somewhat  higher. 


The  natural  increase  of  population,  that  is  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths, is  46. 


BIRTHS:- 


4 


The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  as  having  occurred 
in  the  area  was  121  (37  males  and  64  females),  giving  a  birth  rate  of  24.8 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population.  The  same  figure  for  the 
year  1946  was  15. 9,  and  the  figure  for  the  year  for  Lngland  and  Halos  is 
20.3  per  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  10  (5  males  and 
3  females),  and  this  number  represents  8.2b  of  the  total  live  births. 


STILL  BIRTHS 

The  number  of  still  births  registered  was  7  (4  males  and 
3  females),  and  the  rate  of  still  births  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  was  1.44.  The  rate  of  .Upland  and  Halos  is  0.30  per  1,000  cf  the 
estimated  resident  population. 


Tho  actual  number  of  dea.ths  recorded  a.s  having  occurred  within 
the  Urban  Lis trie t  is  73,  there  being  51  deaths  of  male  persons  and  24  deaths 
of  females.  This  figure  is  obtained  after  deducting  the  deaths  cf  non 
residents  and  adding  the  deaths  of  residents  who  died  outside  of  the  District. 
This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  15*4  por  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population.  The  death  rate  for  Lngland  and  Hales  for  the  year  1947  is  12.0 
per  1,000  population.  It  is  not  possible  at  the  present  time  to  give  a 
corrected  death  rate.  The  difference  between  the  rates  is  probably  due 
almost  entirely  to  the  age  distribution  of  the  population. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  males  who  died  during 
the  year  is  more  than  double  the  number  of  deaths  of  females,  in  the  table 
of  causes  of  death  given  below,  it  will  be  soon  that  in  each  heading  the 
number  of  male  deaths  exceeded  tho  number  of  female  deaths. 

'The  commonest  cause  of  doa.th  is  given  as  hea.rt  disease  in 
16  instances,  this  is  usual  each  year.  The  second  commonest  cause  of  death 
was  cancer  which  was  tho  cause  of  deaths  (all  forms)  of  8  males  and  6  females. 
Usually  apoplexy  is  second  to  heart  disease. 
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CANCHR  DBATHS :  - 


The  death  rate  fer  all  forms  of  cancer  was  2*9  per  1,090 
estimated  resident  population. 


DEATHS  DU3  TO  NOTIFIABLE  INFJCTlOuS  DI3IiA33:~ 


only  notifiable 


Two  male  deaths  were  attributed  to 
infectious  disease  causing  death. 


pneumonia  which  was 


the 


BUATNS  FROM  DIAHP1I0EA  UNDER  TWO  TO  .13  OF  ,,GU:  - 

There  were  two  deaths  of  children  under  17.70  years  of  age 
certified  as  clue  to  diarrhoea.  This  gives  a  death  rente  from  this  cause  of 
16.5  per  1,000  live  births,  which  comperes  with  the  death  rate  from  the  same 
cause  for  England  and  Wales  of  5*3  per  1,000  live  births. 


TUBERCULOSIS:- 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  caused  the  death  of  5  persons  (4  male 
and  1  female)  whilst  other  forms  of  the  disease  gave  rise  to  one  further 
death.  The  total  number  of  deaths  arising  as  a  result  of  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  was  therefore  6  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population  is  1.2. 


INR1TTILS  I'iORlVJ-iITY :  - 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 
5  (4  males  and  1  female J,  the  number  of  illegitimate  infants  dying  included 
in  this  total  was  one. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  is  therefore  41.3?  which 
is  almost  indentical  with  the  rate  for  the  year  for  England  and  Wales  of  41 .0. 

Below  is  given  a.  table  of  the  cause  of  death:- 


CRUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


;Hea.ding  No: 

Cause. 

I  ales 

.  . 

Females  iPersons 

1 

6. 

i 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

r 

1 

5  i 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1  ! 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1  1 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

- 

p  ; 

U.  (i) 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  &  Oesophagus 

3 

- 

3  ! 

Ui) 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

-  i 

:14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

ii5. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

1 

1 

* 

■16. 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites 

4 

4 

0  * 

6  ! 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

6 

- 

6 

■19. 

Heart  Diseases 

9 

7 

16 

|21. 

Bronchitis 

2 

- 

2  ! 

!22. 

Pneumonia 

2 

- 

2 

|24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1  j 

125. 

Diarrhoea  Under  2  Years  of  Age 

1 

1 

2  ! 

>27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

3 

(28. 

'32. 

i 

Nephritis 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries 

3 

1 

4 

* 

_  i 

and  Infancy  Diseases 

3 

- 

3 

is- 

|36. 

t 

Other  Violent  Causes 

2 

^  i 

All  Other  Causes 

5 

L 

6 

1 

11 

- — I 

■  !  1 

All  Causes _ _ _ ■  51  24 _ L25. 
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SECTION  B.  -  GLM2RAL  provision  op 


HL..LTH 


Si^ii 


reus 


FOR  THU  AR3A:- 


llbgrltqky  fjiilitils;- 


Heroford, 
of  Dr .  R. 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Offices,  Bath  St., 
now  maintained  by  the  Medical  Research  Council,  under  the  direction 
Swart  Jones,  continued  to  provide  a  most  useful  service  for  the 


usual  clinical  pathological  investigations,  the 
and  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  and 


examination  of  water 
other  foods. 


supplies, 


This  work  is  essential  for 
and  food  poisoning,  and  is  of  great  value 
the  District. 


the  control  of  infectious  disease 
to  the  medical  practitioners  within 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  na.ture  of  the  examin¬ 
ations  carried  out  by  the  Laboratory  on  behalf  of  the  Department  •- 


Specimens  Jxamlned 


Hair  for  Ringworm 

•  •  • 

•  la 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Throe. t  Swabs  . . . 

•  •  o 

•  •  t 

iii 

•  •  • 

6 

Nasal  Swabs 

•  •  • 

t  •  • 

ill 

•  •  • 

1 

Sputa  . .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ii 

III 

6 

Fee.ccs 

0  •  • 

III 

ill 

•  I  I 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  •  o 

•  o  » 

•  o  • 

13 

Milk  (for  tuberculosis) 

•  •  • 

III 

•  •  I 

III 

2 

Ice  Cream 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  i  1 

•  »  • 

9 

Lemonade  Powder  . .  • 

•  •  • 

III 

III 

•  •  • 

2 

Other  Confectionery  . . . 

•  0  • 

•  •  • 

O  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Vv  a  t  er-Bac  ter  i  ol  og  ical 

•  •  ♦ 

•  1  1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

Tote.l 

•  II 

III 

66 

iJ/BULANCS  SLRVICB :  - 


The  St.  John  ambulance  Brigade  maintains  a.  modem  motor 
ambulance  at  the  Headquarters  in  -Jddo  Cross  Street,  which  is  available  for 
the  inhabitants  on  payment  of  the  appropriate  charge.  The  Council  makes  an 
annual  donation  to  the  Brigade  which  provides  a.  service  for  street  accidents 
throughout  the  year. 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  arc  conveyed  by  the  infectious 
disease  ambulance  of  the  Hereford  Rural  District  Council  which  is  stationed 
a.t  the  Stretton  Sugwas  Hospital,-  Rebalances  dor  the  conveyance  of  tuberculosis 
pa.tients  are  provided  by  the  Herefordshire  County  Council. 


PUBLIC  MORTULRY : - 

small  public  mortuary  of  two  chambers  is  provided  by  the 
Council  and  is  managed  by  the  Purveyor  to  the  Council .  Airing  the  year  4 
bodies  were  received  a.t  the  mortuary  from  the  Arban  District  and  16  from  the 
Ross  and  Jhitchurch  Rural  District*  The  public  mortuary  is  well  conducted 
and  adequately  furnished,  four  bodies  can  bo  a.ccoramodated  with  case. 


PUBLIC  CONVINIENCSS : - 


Public  Conveniences  are  provided  by  the  Council  In  tho  centre 
of  the  town  in  The  Crofts,  and  in  Hilton  Road.  These  were  well  maintained 
throughput  the  year. 


•  ■  .  ■  -  •••••■• 
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HOSPITALS: - 


6. 


The  Ross  Cottage  Hospital,  situated  in  Gloucester  Hoad,  is 
a  voluntary  hospital  of  16  "beds  and  receives  nodical  and  surgical  cases* 
The  hospital  is  provided  with  an  X-ray  apparatus  and  a  surgical  operating 
theatre. 


NURSING  H0M3S:- 


Throughout  the  year,  two  small  private  maternity  homes, 
Somerville  Nursing  Home  and  Ivy  House  Nursing  Home,  were  available  to  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  District.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  Ivy  House  Nursing  Home 
was  acquired  by  the  Herefordshire  County  Council  for  conversion  into  a 
Children's  Home. 
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SECTION  C.  -  SRNI&iRY  CIRCUM3T^C3S  OF  TK 


J-.A,  « 


ttj  •  rTvr'p « 

•'if  •  *“* 

I  am  indebted  to  Col#  N#  Blake,  manager  of  tho  Ross  1/a  tor 
Undertaking,  for  much  of  the  following  inf ormation  pertaining  to  the  water 
supplies  of  the  area# 


Ihe  mains  of  the  Ross  Water  Undertaking  provide  a  constant 
supply  of  potable  water  throughout  the  district,  This  water  is  pumped  from 
boreholes  in  the  old  rod  sandstone  at  the  -d.ton  Court  Water  Works*  In  part 
of  the  District,  tho  Water  Undertaking  provides,  in  addition,  a  River  ’.at or 
Supply  which  is  valuable  for  boiler  end  other  industrial  purposes,  on  account 
of  its  low  hardnoss  content  of  6  -  7  parts  per  100,000  against  26  parts  per 
100,000  in  the  -lton  Court  Supply# 

The  -It on  Court  Supply  is  of  excellent  quality  for  potable 
purposes,  and  as  a  further  safeguard  a  continuous  automatic  chlorinator  is 
inserted  between  the  pumpa  and  the  reservoir# 


The  water  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  tho  year 
within  the  Urban  District#  The  supply  is  constant  and  at  a  pressure  sufficient 
for  all  parts  of  the  area,  including  fire  fighting  purposes#  During  the  year, 
74  yards  of  new  water  main,  with  a  diameter  of  2n  was  constructed  in  Brookfield 
Road,  and  274  yards  of  4"  diminishing  to  2!l  was  constructed  at  the  new  Three 
Crosses  building  site# 


The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  shops  within  the  Urban 
District  supplied  by  the  mains  is  1,433,  this  figure  does  not  include  several 
garage,  garden,  trough  and  trade  supplies#  The  majority  of  tho  supplies  aro 
carried  into  the  houses,  but  for  77  dwellings  tho  supply  is  by  standpipes 
in  yards# 


Tho  average  daily  consumption  of  potable  water  for  1 947  was 
48# 2  gallons  per  head  including  that  used  for  trade  purposes,  this  latter 
amounted  to  a  consumption  of  13*7  galloiis  per  head  giving  a  domestic  consump¬ 
tion  of  32.6  gallons  per  head  per  day# 

Frequent  samples  are  taken  by  the  rublio  Health  Department  in 
addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Ross  Water  undertaking,  and  there  is  good 
co-operation  between  the  Statutory  Undertaking  and  tho  Officials  of  the 
Department. 

Provision  exists  for  samples  to  bo  taken  from  tho  rising  main 
before  the  water  is  treated  by  chlorination.  It  is  generally  found  that  tho 
water  as  it  issues  from  the  borehole  gives  no  growth  on  culture,  and  samples 
of  water  taken  from  the  distribution  mains  aro  frequently  sterile  and  only 
seldom  give  a  plate  count# 

During  tho  year,  twenty-two  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
by  the  Department  to  the  Rublic  Health  Laboratory,  Hereford,  for  bacteriological 
examination,  all  of  these  complied  with  tho  usual  standards  of  potable  water 
from  such  sources.  Ten  of  tho  saiiples  were  taken  at  the  water  works  before 
chlorination.  In  addition,  tv/o  samples  of  water  woro  examined  for  free  chlorine 
content  and  the  amount  determined  was  found  to  bo  0.5  parts  in  1,OO0,<JOO  parts 
of  water# 

The  -It on  Court  Supply  does  not  appoar  to  have  any  appreciable 
solvent  action  upon  metads,  but  the  water,  in  the  presence  of  sunlight,  does 
tend  to  favour  algal  growth.  This  is  a  common  occurrence  with  water  from 
deep  sources# 
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DR^IN^GB  JKD  SJ/BJlLdd:- 

Public  sewers  extend  throughout  the  area,  end  the  number  of 
premises  not  connected  is  insignificant.  Whilst  part  of  the  system  is  very 
old,  the  sowers  function  fairly  satisfactorily  with  the  exception  of  the 
lower  -rchenf ield  and  Brookend  portions,  where  overloading  and  flooding  occurs 
during  times  of  heavy  rainfall,  as  the  system  is  of  the  combined  typo,  taking 
both  storm  water  and  foul  water. 

The  sewage  is  passed  into  the  RiVor  bye  without  treatment  by 
three  separate  outfalls.  l‘hc  present  system  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  and 
preliminary  treatment  should  be  provided  to  improve  the  appearance  of  tho 
river  near  to  the  outfalls*  It  would  appear  that  screening  and  settlement 
wou Id  be  adequate  treatment  under  present  conditions. 


Thcro  were  no  extensions  made  to  public  sewers  during  the  year, 
but  a  new  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Three  Crosses  Housing  estate  was  completed. 
This  system  connected  with  the  new  12“  public  sower  running  down  from  the 
Ledbury  Hoad,  across  to  Grey  tree  Hoad.  There  wero  no  now  works  for  sewago 
disposal  carried  out  during  the  year,  the  existing  system  remainod  unchanged. 


hLl  newly  constructed  drains  are  inspected  end  tested  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Luring  the  year,  35  new  drains  wore  constructed,  of 
which  27  v/ere  in  connection  with  dwelling  houses,  altogether,  118  drain  tests 
were  made*  Three  existing  drains  were  reconstructed  or  repaired*  The  reader^ 
attention  is  directed  to  remarks  in  the  following  sub-section* 


RIVLRS  LND  STRd&kS:- 


TTio  diver  bye  is  the  important  river  of  the  area,  as  it  forms 
part  of  the  district  boundary  and  the  town  lies  on  its  eastern  bank*  In 
addition  two  small  streams  pass  through  the  area,  these  are  the  Chockloy 
Grove  Brook  and  the  Hudhall  Brook.  Frequent  inspections  of  these  are  regularly 
carried  out* 


one  animal  carcass  was  removed  f r nvi  the  Wyo  and  buried* 
complaint  was  received  regarding  sewage  matter  floating  on  the  surfa.ee  of  the 
by o  at  a  landing  stage*  Some  improvement  was  brought  about  by  the  repair  of 
a  dwarf  wall  diverting  sowage  into  the  centre  of  tho  River*  whilst  this  has 
produced  some  aba.tcment,  it  is,  of  course,  no  real  solution*  Ultimately  some 
simple  treatment  of  the  sewage  from  tho  town  before  discharge  must  be  pro¬ 


vided  to  remove  this  contamination* 


\ 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  with  the  melting  of  the  heavy 
snowfall,  very  severe  flooding  was  experienced  in  part  of  the  town. 

I  cm  indebted  to  14r*  R.H.  Bhaw  BatchfcrG,  for  much  of  the 
following  information  of  tho  extent  of  the  flooding. 


bn  Wednesday,  19th  Larch,  the  height  of  the  diver  bye  reached 
106.6  O.D* ,  and  by  the  following  afternoon,  tho  level  of  the  water  had  passed 
all  previous  recordings  and  had  reached  108*1  0#^.  These  levels  were  token 
from  tho  gauge  at  tho  "Hope  and  -nchor". 

Brookend  Street  and-  Broad  Street  were  flooded  as  far  an  the 
junction  with  Station  Street,  Greytrce  Hoad,  •ye  Street,  -drospcct  Terrace 
and  tho  Lower  Gloevc  area  also  suffered  severely. 


*jncngst  tho  premises  which  suffered  wore  a  sub-post  offico, 
a  bakery,  an  engineering  workshop,  a  garage,  a  warehouse,  a  fish  shop,  three 
taverns,  and  tho  premises  of  tho  -•  d  o.  mower  Company*  Thirty-nine 
dwellings  were  flooded, 

^nc  family  had  to  be  rescued  by  die  National  Fire  Service, 
the  same  body  was  required  for  pumping  purposes  at  the  Railway  Hotel. 


\ 


/ 


.1 


) 


V 


9. 


Large  patches  of 
investigation  showed  these  to  be 
The  water  also  invaded  the  town 
of  refuse  to  adjacent  land* 


oil  were  observed  on  the  flood  water* 
originating  from  submerged  vehicles. 


and 


tip 


..nd 


carried  a  considerable  quantity 


The  following  food  stuffs,  were 
consumption  by  contamination  with  flood  water 


rendered  unfit  for 
and  were  destroyed 


human 


salt  ...  • • . 

margarine  . . . 

Butter  ...  ... 

Cheese  ...  . • • 

Cooking  fat  . • . 
Bacon  • • o  • • * 

-i-ea  ...  •  •  • 

Sugar  ...  . • • 

Cereals  . . . 


•  ♦  •  •  •  •  •  ♦  * 

ill  t  •  +*  •  #  • 

•  •  •  til  •  #  % 

•  •  o  •  •  •  ♦  #  • 

it*  •  •  •  •  *  • 

lit  «  t  l  •  •  © 

•  ••  •••  t  t  • 

•  0  •  e  «  •  »  •  # 

tec  o  t  t  •  •  e 


•  e 

•  • 

e  • 

•  • 

•  e 
e  e 

•  • 
•  • 

•  • 


27 1 tins • 
6h  lbs. 
3~lbs. 

lbs. 
5|  lbs. 
29;  lbs. 
4  lbs. 
307  lbs* 
56  lbs* 


CLQ3LT  ^CCCilLCaiTlCW:  - 

The  water  closet  is  in  use 
District  and  there  are  now  no  privies  or  pa 
last  privy  was  converted  during  the  year. 


throughout  the  whole  of 
±1  closets  in  existence* 


the 

The 


PUBLIC  CLOSING-:  - 

The  Council  provides  a  weekly  system  of  refuso  collection 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  area*  During  the  summer  months  in  the  congested 
central  parts  of  the  town,  more  frequent  collection  is  made  where  necessary* 
The  horse  vehicle  continued  in  use  until  October,  when  the  delivery  of  a 
motor  vehicle  was  obtained*  This  is  a  10  cubic  yard  vehicle,  fitted  with  a 
detachable  cover  and  mechanical  tipping  device,  with  sufficient  power  to  haul 
a.  full  load  up  any  gracliont  within  the  area. 

The  collection  was  then  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  tipping  was  commenced  at  the  now  tip  at  Deep  Dene, 

Waif or d* 

* 

In  addition  to  domestic  refuse  the  Council  undertakes  the 
collection  of  certain  types  of  trade  refuso  on  payment. 


There  is  much  improvement  required  in  the  containers  pro¬ 
vided  by  private  individuals  for  domestic  refuse.  It  is  doubtful  if  one 
third  of  the  dwellings  are  provided  with  a  properly  constructed  dust  bin  with 
a  lid.  Pails,  boxes,  and  old  powder-drum  seem  for  the  most  pant  to  be  doing 
service  as  ash  bins.  This  renders  the  collection  a.  dirty  business,  takes 
up  more  time  of  the  collectors,  and  favours  the  putrefaction  of  the  contents. 

The  absence  of  lids  to  these  make- shift  receptacles,  encourages  domestic  animals 
to  interfere  with  the  contents  and  favours  rats  and  flies.  The  general  pro¬ 
vision  of  a,  properly  constructed  sanitary  ash  bin  for  each  dwelling  should 
be  the  purpose  of  the  Council  in  the  near  future.  7/hen  achieved  this  would 
discourage  rats  and  flies  and  thus  lessen  the  risk  of  alimentary  infections 
in  the  population  and  render  the  collection  of  refuso  a  cleaner  and  quicker 
operation. 


Where  necessary  the  Council  can  undertake  the  cleansing  cf 
privies  and  cesspools,  but  under  normal  conditions  there  is  no  demand  for 
this  work  as  both  privies  and  cesspools  hardly  exist. 

The  Council  carried  out  the  cleansing  of  streets  and  public 
pla.cos,  but  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  labour  for  this  purpose  still 
remains  a  problem 


/ 


* 


/ 


SWIMMING-  B^THS  m©  POOLS:- 


Thoro  aro  no  swimming  "be the  or  pools  open  to  the  public 
within  the  aroa.  The  River  Wye  appears  to  attract  swimmers  but  this  is  not 

with  :ut  a  cor  to.  in  amount  of  risk. 

♦ 


SHOPS  LHP  OIPICBS :  - 

No  action  was  necesso.ry  during  the  year  under  provisions  of 
the  Shops  *4.ct|  1934?  or  under  the  Public  Health  Let,  1 936,  with  regard  to 
any  shops 

SLNITLRY  INSPECTION  CP  TIFF  LRDL:  - 

I  am  indebted  to  Hr.  R.H,  Shaw  Batchford,  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Council,  for  the  following  statement  furnished  under  Lrticlc  27(18) 
of  the  Sanitary  officers  (outside  -London;  Regulations,  1 935 *  — 


Inspections 


Lccuntnula  t  ions  . . 

9  9  0 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

30 

Bakehouses  . 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

12 

Caravans  ...  ...  ... 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

18 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ... 

9  9  9 

0  9  0 

9  9  9 

12 

Cowsheds  L  Dairies  . 

9  9  0 

0  0  9 

9  9  0 

43 

Dradnage  ...  ...  ... 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

136 

Dra.in  Tests  ...  » , .  ... 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

118 

Filthy  6:  Verminous  Premises  .  • 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

3 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power 

)) 

*  ,  ; 

339 

Factories  (with  mochanica.l  power) 

5 

/ 

9  9  9 

Hotel  Kitchens  <?c  Restaurants  . . . 

9  9  0 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

18 

Ice  Cream  (Registered  Premises; 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

40 

Infectious  Disease  . . 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

27 

Outworkers  Promises  ...  ... 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

Rats  &  Mice  Let  . . 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

9  9  0 

200 

schools  ...  ...  ... 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

0  9  9 

30 

Unsound  Food  •  . . . 

9  9  9 

9  9  0 

0  9  9 

381 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ... 

9  9  9 

9  0  0 

0  9  0 

23 

Housing. (other)  . .  ... 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

356 

Notices  Issued: - 


Informal  . . 

Statutory  under  Other  Lets 


o  •  •  9  0  0  9  •  I  •  9  9  0 

9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9 


Summary  of  Defects  * Remedied : - 


Drains  &  Gullies  Cleared  • .  •  •  •  * 

Drains  Repaired  ...  ...  ... 

Drains  Deconstructed  .  ... 

•  New  Drains  Rrovided  ...  •  •  •  ... 

\  Closets  Repaired  • • •  • • •  • • * 

New  Sinks  Provided  •  •  •  ...  .  •  • 

Sanitary  Fittings  Provided  ...  ... 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  ...  ...  ...» 

Disinfections  after  Infectious  Disease 

■no cumulations  Removed . 

Defective  Floors  Repaired  ...  • • • 

Defective  Roofs  Repaired  ...  ••• 

Defective  Daves  Gutters  Repaired  • • • 

Rain  Water  Pipes  Provided  or  Repaired 
Defective  Bridcwork  Repaired  * . *  ... 


79 

13 


7 

6 

1 

3 

18 

2 

14 

1 

13 

10 

10 

20 

9 

9 

20 
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Summary  of  Defects  Remedied  (contd;):- 

10 
1 

13 


Defective  0 uppers  Hemedieo. 

HI  thy  c:  Verminous  Premises  Cleansed 
Miscellaneous  Defects  —omedied 


CLMPING-  SITUS :  - 


The  number  of  sites  used  for  earning  purposes  within  the 
area  was  five,  and  licenses  were  issued  by  the  Local  authority  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  *nt,  193b,  with  regard  to  three  of  these  sites. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  maximum  number  of  campers  in  the  area  at  one  time 
could  not  exceod  100  persons. 


C0i,i:0N  LODGING  I  ITUS  jS:  - 

Two  common  lodging  houses  arc  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority  and  continued  in  use  throughout  the  year.  The  condition  of  the 
premises  continues  to  be  fairly  satisfactory,  but  difficulties  in  the  supply 
of  bedding  etc. ,  have  caused  some  deterioration  in  standards  as  when  com¬ 
pared  with  conditions  prevailing  immediately  before  the  outbreak  of  bur  in 
1939. 

Ho  turns  from  the  keepers  show  the  beds  to  ha.vo  boon  occupied 
12,004  times  during  the  year.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in 
these  premises. 

HPdJDICHTICN  OF  B^D  BUGS:- 

No  house  infestations  with  bed  bugs  were  found  during  the 
year  and  no  action  was  called  for  by  the  Department. 

FLCTiflISS  HOT,  1937 • - 

Hi  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  22  factories  with  mechanical 
power  and  21  without  mechanical  power  registered  with  the  Local  authority. 

This  represents  a  decrease  of  one  factory  without  mechanical  power  when 
compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year.  In  the  course  of  the  year, 
359  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made. 


Pour  defects  were  discovered  and  these  were  remedied  of  ter 
service  of  notice.  These  defects  consisted  of  verminous  premises,  the 
absence  of  a  door  to  a.  water  closet,  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  and 
lack  of  cleanliness. 


QUWOHKLRS:- 

Threo  outworkers  are  registered  with  the  Local  authority,  all 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel.  Two  inspections  of  those 
premises  were  made  during  the  year  and  conditions  were  found  to  bo  completely 
satisfactory. 
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Part  1  of  the  -ict. 


2*  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  IFIRE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  -which,  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

which 

■TV-s  T  '  "i  ' 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (.3.1) 

1 

1 

uver  crowding  (S.  2) 

- 

pm 

- 

- 

‘Jnreasonab lc  tempera  tur o 

(S.3) 

“ 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

»-• 

- 

pm 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(5.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  not  separato  for 

sexes 

pm 

— 

** 

pm 

other  offenses  against 

the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

, 

'Outwork)  . . . 

1 

1  | 

i 

■  i 

pm 

i 

~ 

r- 

Total  •  • . 

4 

kJ. 

1 

2  i 
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SECTION  D.  -  IiCilSING:- 


Thc  Council's  efforts  to  secure  completion  of  the  first 
phase  of  the  first  post  war  housing  scheme  was  not  successful,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  no  new  Council  houses  were  ready  for  occupation. 

This  first  phase  covers  the  erection  of  20  semi-detached  dwellings  on  the 
Three  Crosses  Jstate,  end  represents  25,  i  of  the  first  approved  post  war 
building  programme  of  80  dwellings,  when  this  programme  is  complete,  the 
Three  Crosses  Housing  Scheme  will  bo  almost  fully  developed* 


It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  building  progress  could  not 
proceed  more  rapidly,  but  there  were  several  reasons  for  this.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  building  had  to  be  suspended  on  account  of  bad 
weather  conditions  and  the  prevailing  general  shortage  of  building  materials 
and  labour  caused  additional  delays,  4  further  cause  of  delay  were  the 
alterations  necessary  in  the  roadways  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  County 
Council  in  the  access  to  the  site  for  the  proposed  new  school.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  some  of  these  cruses  of  delay  wore  overcome  and  the 
building  progress  showed  improvement 


The  Council  has  always  insisted  upon  a.  high  standard  of  work 
in  all  its  housing  schemes,  and  when  the  Three  Crosses  estate  is  complete, 
there  can  be  no  ca.use  for  dissatisfaction.  The  site  is  excellent,  and  the 
lay  out  and  planning  of  the  dwellings  is  in  the  very  capable  hands  of  the 
Council's  .architect.  The  houses  are  provided  with  all  services,  including 
electricity,  which  is  a  new  feature  for  the  Council's  Housing  Schemes » 
Building  costs  remained  very  high  throughout  the  year,  which  is  unfortunate 
as  it  must  necessarily  have  an  influence  upon  the  rent  charged. 


..s  a  result  of  failure  to  complete  the  Three  Crosses  2 
the  Council  was  unable  to  commence  develop ement  of  the  proposed  new 
Tudorvillc  Estate. 


stat< 


The  20  dwellings  which  were  under  construction  during  the 
year,  will  make  a  very  small  contribution  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  area, 
The  Council's  list  of  applications  for  dwellings  is  considerable,  there 
are  a  number  of  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  some  families 
still  living  in  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation.  For  some 
years,  therefore,  the  Council's  efforts  must  be  directed  towards  the 
erection  of  now  dwellings,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Council  is  well 
aware  of  this  need  and  anxious  to  proceed  with  all  possible  speed. 


dll  of  the  dwellings  under  construction  on  behalf  of  the 
Local  authority  acre  of  the  permanent  traditional  type,  -efforts  to  secure 
an  allocation  of  temporary  dwellings  of  a  typo  suitable  for  the  needs  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  area,  were  unsuccessful,  and  attempts  to  obtain 
permanent  profa.br ica tod  dwellings  were  unsuccessful  also  up  to  the  close 
of  the  year. 


However,  the  Council  continued  to  manage  the  Camp  Keadow 
Estate  throughout  the  year.  This  consists  of  40  separate  occupied  buildings 
in  the  former  wartime  Drill  Hall  Camp.  These  buildings  are  of  various 
types,  all  of  temporary  construction  and  were  used  during  wartime  for 
accommodating  troops.  The  useful  life  of  these  buildings  is  very  well  ad¬ 
vanced  and  the  severe  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  caused  signif¬ 
icant  deterioration.  The  costs  of  maintenance  of  these  buildings  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  bo  high,  but  this  estate  has  been  of  some  benefit  in  relieving 
difficult  housing  conditions  a.nd  with  the  slowneds  of  building  construction 
prevailing  at  the  present  time,  it  is  obvious  that  these  buildings  must  be 
in  occupation,  but  not  necessa.rily  by  the  same  tenants,  for  some  years. 

The  -2s  late  ha.s  been  very  well  managed,  a.nd  improvements  and  repairs  have 
been  caarricd  out  so  as  to  provide  tolerable  a.c c aar.ioda.ti on  xor  sma.ller 
families. 

whilst  these  buildings  have  significant  defects  when  used 
for  housing  purposes,  the  demand  for  housr.rg  acoormiodation  in  the  District 
is  so  high,  that  the  Counc.  1  lias  bean  ob-D  geo.  go  keep  a  list  of  applica  cions 
for  tenancies  of  these  buildings.  The  tenants  generally  speaking,  are 
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approcia.tiv  c  of  the  temporary  acconmodat ion  secured  and  have  shown 
common dab le  ingenuity  to  overcame  the  defects  inherent  in  the  use  of  these 
buildings  as  temporary  homes. 


In  addition  to  the  erection  of  dwellings  by  the  Local 
authority,  a  small  amount  of  house  construction  by  private  persons  was 
Five  houses  were  completed  and  a  further  eight  dwellings 


proceeding. 


wore  under  construction  but  inccmnlete  at  the  end 


ci 


one  yo.ar.  House  con¬ 


struction  by  private  persons  made  very  little  contribution,  therefore, 
towards  a  solution  of  the  needs  for  accommodation.  This  is  due  to  several 
factors,  such  construction  ms  subject  to  regulation,  costs  are  very  high 
and  suitable  sites  within  the  area  are  relatively  few  and  difficult  to  socuro 
Nevertheless,  more  encouragement  by  relaxation  of  restrictions  to  persons 
wishing  to  build  dwelling  houses  could  give  some  help  towards  the  goner a.l 


housing  needs  of  tho  District  without  embarrassment  to  the  operations  of 


the  Local  Authority*  Lany  persons  desire  to  build  for  their  own  accarnmodatioi 
and  small  building  firms  are  frequently  cn.g:..  cd  in  such  work. 


Tho  continued  high  cost  of  building  has  some  bearing  upon  tho 
maintenance  of  existing  Council  Houses,  for  these  require  repairs  from  time 
to  time  and  present  day  costs  were  never  envisaged.  It  is,  therefore,  most 
es.sentia.1  in  tho  .general  interest,  that  tenants  should  exercise  care  in  the 
use  of  fittings  so  as  to  help  keep  maintenance  cost  within  reason. 


Inspection  of  iVo  11  in g- Houses  During  the  Tor.r ) - 


1. 


2. 


7 


4* 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  . .  79 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  •  356 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above,)  which  7/ere  inspected  and 
recorded  under  tho  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . .  •••  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  ma.de  for  the  purpose  ••  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .  79 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  cf_  Formal  Notices • - 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  tho 
Local  authority  or  their  officers  . .  65 

\ 

Action  Under  Statutory  xwwers  during  the  Toar» - 
1 ,  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10, and  16  of  tho 


Housing  ~ct,  1936i- 

(a) 

Numbcr  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
noticos  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

Nil 

(W 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(i)  by  owners  .  ••• 

Nil 

(ii)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

own  i  as  ... 

Nil 

. 

■ 


•  *  t 
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2. 


3. 


(a) 

0>) 


4. 


Proceedings  under  Public 


Health  „~.cts  • 


Number  of  dwe 11 ing- houses  in 

notices  were  served  reauirinn 

-- 


respect  of  which 
;  defects  to  he 


resnoc; 


•  • •  •••  *  *  •  •  •  •  . .  #  ••• 


79 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:- 


(i)  hy  owners  .  14 

(ii)  hy  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . . ,  ...  Nil 


Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.- 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
mao-G  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
boon  rendered  fit  .  Nil 


Overcrowding :  - 


At  tho  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  16  houses  known  to  bo 
overcrowded  within  the  meaning  of  Lection  58  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

These  dwellings  housed  24  separate  families  embracing  103  persons*  One 
further  dwelling  was  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  tho  yof.tr  and  one  dwelling 
ceased  to  be  overcrowded,  with  the  result  that  the  number  known  to  bo  over¬ 
crowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  remained  unchanged*  It  is  not  anticipated 


that  any  significant  improvement  will  be  achieved  until  the  Council's  new 
houses  are  roady  for  occupation.  However,  there  is  at  least  some  small 
satisfaction  in  tho  knowledge  that  the  number  of  overcrowded  dwellings  did 
not  increase  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


' 


' 


.  • 
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SHCTIJN  :j.  -  INSPECTION  MID  SUK1RVI3ICK  oi>  FO  CD: 


MILK:- 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  wore  5  wholesale  purveyors, 
and  8  retail  purveyors  of  milk  registered  with  the  Local  Authority"  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  15-26,  Cowsheds  and  dairies  were  regularly  inspected, 
43  such  inspections  having  been  made.  No  action  was  taken  under  the  bilk 
and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  All  the  registered  premises  are  connected  to  the 
water  mains  and  have  an  abundant  supply  of  water  of  potable  quality.  Two 
samples  of  water  were  taken  from  registered  promises  for  bacteriological 
analysis  and  found  to  bo  of  a  very  satisfactory  quality. 


About  one  third  of  the  milk  -sold  by 
appears  to  receive  heat  treatment  but  is  not  sold 
plaints  regarding  the  keeping  quality  of  some  of 
quon t  during  the  warmer  months. 


retail  within  the  area 
as  pasteurised  milk.  Com- 
this  milk  wore  not  inf re- 


Thirtecn  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination,  and  whilst  3  samples  wore  satisfactory,  10  samples 
could  not  bo  so  regarded. 


There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  situated  within  the  area 
and  no  licences  or  supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk 
were  granted  by  the  Council. 


There  was  no  evidence  at  any  time  during  the  year  that  the 
consumption  of  milk  had  caused  any  acute  infectious  disease. 


10  L  CH3AM:  - 


The  number  of  premises  registered  with  the  Local  Authority 
for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  was  3?  and  11  premises  were  registered  for 
the  storage  and  sale  of  this  product.  This  food,  is  very  popular  and  has 
a  considerable  sale.  Nine  samples  of  ice  cream  offered  for  sale  within  the 
District  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  found  to  be 
reasonably  satisfactory.  The  number  of  inspections  of  premises  used  for 
manufacture,  storage,  or  sale  was  40,  'There  was  no  evidence  that  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  ice  cream  produced  any  acute  infectious  disease. 


WATSR  CHESS : - 

No  special  action  by  the  Department  was 
with  the  sale  of  this  foodstuff. 


necessary  in  connection 


SHELL  FISH : - 


The  sale  of  shell  fish  within  the  area  is  very  small,  mussels 
have  never  been  popular  and  oysters  are  an  expensive  food  at  the  present 
time,  A  small  sale  of  cooked  end  salted  cockles,  obtained  from  Newport, 
appears  to  form  the  bulk  of  the  trade  in  this  class  of  fish  at  the  present 
time.  Cooked  cockles  in  sealed  glass  jars  ere  occasionally  sold.  No  action 
by  the  Department  was  necessary  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  shell  fish* 


There  ore  no  slaughter  houses  in  operation  within  the  Urban 
District  boundary  ait  the  present  time;  all  slaughtering  being  carried  out 
at  Hereford.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  assists  with  the  -oat  inspection  at  the 
Abattoir  and  attended  on  j6  occasions. 


. 
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The  following  list  shows  the  amount 
found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 
surrendered: - 


of  neat  and  other  foods 
year  and  voluntarily 


27  tons  Salt. 

3  pounds  Butter* 

6*1  pounds  Bacon* 

7  m  pounds  Tea* 

56  pounds  Cereals* 

12  pounds  Cake. 

2  pounds  Sausage* 

10  pounds  Cats* 

1  2-pound  tin  Beef. 

175  pounds  Brunos. 

27  dozen  packets  Soup. 

11  6-pound  tins  Corned  Beef. 


6vV  pounds  liar  gar  ine* 

8(3  pounds  Cheese. 

pounds  Cooking  Pat. 

307  pounds  Sugar* 

8  Chickens* 

25  pounds  Beaches* 

1 8  pounds  Ham* 

I-*-  dozen  Pish  Cakes. 

1  gallon  tin  Blums* 

2  pounds  Chocolate  Biscuits. 

678  tins  miscellaneous  Foodstuffs* 


Two  notifications  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  notified, 
but  although  a  careful  investigation  was  made  no  positive  confirmatory 
evidence  was  secured  of  infection  by  the  usual  causative  organisms*  Samples 
of  lemonade  powder  and  other  confectionery  wore  sent  for  laboratory  oxar.iina.tion 
as  part  of  the  general  supervision  which  the  Department  gives  to  foodstuffs 
offered  for  sale* 


/ 


) 
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SjCTiON  F.  -  xdtuVTJ.JiCB  CP  .iND  CJK13CL  u 711  mp.:C:?Z„u3  DIBJ1S2:- 

Tho  total  number  of  notifications  of  communicable  disease 
received  during  the  year  was  6 9,  two  of  those  being  in  respect  of  suspected 
food  poisoning.  Tho  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  double  that  of 
the  previous  year  when  the  total  number  of  notifications  v/as  only  33.  The 
figure  for  1 946,  was  unusually  low,  and  I  regard  the  nunber  of  notifications 
during  1  31-7  as  being  well  below  the  average  of  the  last  few  yc,rs. 


wHCu’ING-  COUGH 


This  disease  was  responsible  for  27  nctific;  tions  which 
represents  a  low  incidence  of  infection.  Twenty- five  of  tho  cases  occurred 
during  tho  third  quarter  of  the  year,  and  24  of  the  patients  were  children 
under  10  years  of  ago.  The  disease  was  relatively  mild,  and  there  was  no 
necessity  for  hospital  treatment.  In  the  previous  year  only  five  notifications 
wore  received  respecting  whooping  cough. 


vr 


•  QT  *  _ 


'The  number  of  notifications  received  with  respect  to  measles 
was  23,  this  again  being  a  very  low  incidence.  In  tho  first  quarter  of  the 
year  7  cases  were  notified,  and  a  further  15  notifications  were  received 
in  the  second  quarter  the  final  notification  being  receivod  in  the  first 


week  of  July,  after  this  the  disease  disappeared  f 
patients  were  children  under  15  years  of  age  with 
age  group  showing  maximum  incidence  was  tho  5-10 


rom  the  District.  The 
one  single  exception,  tho 
years  group.  The  disease 


was  mild,  and  there  were  no  admissions  to  hospital,  and 
In  1 S4o,  the  District  was  completely  free  from  measles. 


there  wore  no  deaths. 


SCTJILUT  RDT2R:- 


Tho  incidonco  of  scarlet  fever,  revealed  by  5  notifications, 
was  lower  than  in  1946,  when  11  notifications  wore  received.  Those  noti¬ 
fications  were  confined  to  the  first  and  third  quarters  of  the  year  and 
appeared  to  be  sporadic  cu-sos,  there  being  no  evidence  of  any  spread  from  case 
to  case.  Two  of  tho  patients  wore  treated  in  hospital  but  the  disease  was 
mild  in  character*  Throe  of  the  patients  wore  children  under  10  years  of  age 
and  two  wore  adults. 


HIP*  TILS 


TVJilLYS  id :  - 


Infantile  paralysis  or  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  was 
notified  for  the  first  time  for  many  years  at  the  end  of  July,  -i  further 
case  was  notified  at  tho  end  of  this  month.  The  area,  remained  free  from 
further  notifications  until  the  beginning  of  October  when  a  third  case  was 
notified  in  tho  late  acute  stage.  Two  of  the  patients  were  children  of  school 
age,  but  fortunately  they  experienced  mild  attacks  and  suffered  no  permanent 
significant  disability.  The  other  patient  was  an  adult  visitor,  who 
experienced  a.  severe  attack  resulting  in  extensive  paralysis  of  both  lower 
limbs.  ‘This  disease  was  unusua.lly  prevalent  during  the  middle  of  tho  yecr 
throughout  tho  country,  end  tho  origin  of  tho  three  cases  occurring  with  tho 
District  is  no  doubt  connected  with  this  increased  -prevalence. 


It  is  unfortunate  that  little  is  known  of  the  oxa.ct  mode  of 
spread  of  the  disease.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  infective  agent  is 
found  in  the  stools  of  persons  suffering  from  tho  disease,  and  theoretically 
the  disease  could  bo  spread  by  infected  water  or  milk  and  probably  by 
transference  by  insects.  Nevertheless  there  is  no  real  evidence  that 
environment  has  any  influence  upon  the  incidence  of  the  disease. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  according 
to  sex  in  each  Charter 


OOEEFIIfrlSD  CA53S  ACCORDING  TO  '  TARTARS. 


Disease* 

‘  r_,f  nr  1  -  1 

1st.  Quarter. 

M.  I* 

2nd. 

M. 

Quarter. 

7.71 
— 1  * 

3rd. 

Quarter., 

f?  i 

•  i 

4th.  Quartorj. 
Ivi*  ;  F .  ! 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

2 

i 

! 

i 

J  t 

1  ! 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

- 

i 

13 

12  j 

Mes.slcs 

3 

4 

9 

i  6 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

! 

4 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

!  -  1 

- 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

"" 

- 

i  % 

2 

i 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

mm 

j  - 

~ 

1 

mm 

Food  Poisoning 

.. 

i 

k 

r— 

i  -•  » 

: 1  i 

1 

1;  ! 
i 

Totals 

8 

9 

9 

7 

17 

13  * 

4 

- - — — 

2  1 

The  table  below  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  in 


various  age  groups:- 


ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  Cm3TS  T.CXA  APING-  TO  AGP 


Under 

1 

1  * 

Disease 

i  i 

1  +i  2*r 

3+ 

4+  5v 

10-r; 

15;:- 

•;  20t 

35-.' 

45" 

:65*h  Totals* 

Scarlet  Fever 

■  »  f 

-  i 

1 

•w  • 

!  < 

2 

* 

mm 

t 

!  i  ; 

1  : 

1 

j  .* 

’  '  V 

5 

* 

J 

i 

Whooping  Cough 
measles 

;3  I 

3 

1 

-i 

4  13 

**  < 

- 

:  i  ; 

2  ! 

- 

:  -  1 

27 

> 

i 

2 

•m 

2| 

2:  14 

1 

1 

!  - 

„  i 

i 

- 

I  “  , 

23 

Pneumonia 

-  I 

.mm 

- 

-j 

J  J 

i  i 

- 

1 

2  i 

1 

j  2  J 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

-  j 

l 

-! 

-  ! 

- 

2 

r 

“  l 

<m 

i  *  \ 

2 

~*oute  Poliomyelitis 

i 

~ 

- 

- 

-  i; 

1  1 

- 

:  -  j 

I 

1 

i  - 1 

3 

j 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

-  j 

- 

i 

—  » 

-  -i 

-  ; 

*r 

"*  i 

i 

1 

i  - ! 

1 

j 

» 

'  j 

-  * 

*r* 

t  i  ; 

i 

» 

i 

4 

mm 

hi 

i  .  1 

2 

i 

} 

t 

> 

Totals 

2 

2 

6  31 

2 

1 

\  6 

JL 

I  i 

1  2  ■ 

—  6-2 

t 

H^SUllONIA:  - 

The  number  of  notifications  of  pneumonia  received  was  six* 

All  the  patients  wore  adults,  end  two  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease, 
which  was  the  only  notiable  infectious  disease  causing  death* 

OTHSB  DISEASES 


The  district  remained  free  from  diphtheria  throughout  the 
yoar*  Two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  wore  notified  and  one  case  of  erysipelas 
came  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  There  were  two  deaths  of  children 
under  two  years  of  age  from  diarrhoea  but  the  cause  of  this  diarrhoea  was 
never  determined.  During  the  year,  herpes  zoster  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
prevalent  among  the  inhabitants,  there  is  no  explanation  for  this  but  it 
is  one  of  the  virus  diseases  and  these  are  known  to  increase  in  prevalence 
from  time  to  time* 

The  efficiency  of  notification  is  good,  as  a  result  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  medical  practitioners*  The  total  number  of  notifications 
received  was  71  and  69  of  these  were  confirmed*  Therefore  the  accuracy  of 
diagnosis  is  very  satisfactory  and  where  a  doubt  arises,  the  practitioner 
exercises  his  discretion  on  the  side  of  safety*  This  is  a  most  commendable 
course  of  action  for  it  tends  to  limit  spread  of  infection  and  risk  to 
health* 
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DIPHTHERIA  BEIUNIS^TIuN  :  - 

altogether  53  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  com¬ 
pleted  courses  of  prophy lactic  during  the  year ,  48  of  these  being  children 
under  5  years  of  age.  This  total  has  been  achieved  only  with  the  willing 
assistance  given  by  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  area. 

Et  the  end  of  the  ye  or,  the  records  showed  that  of  an 
estimated  population  of  429  under  five  years  of  age,  *170,  or  59. 2g>  had 
received  a  complete  course  of  x>ro]?hy  lactic,  and  in  an  estimated  population 
of  700  ^persons  aged  over  five  years  and  under  fifteen  years,  453  or  64.7^3 
had  completed  courses.  If  these  results  are  combined,  it  is  found  that 
623  children  under  fifteen  years  of  ago  or  55*  2, had  completed  courses 
of  xrephy '.lactic  and  were  presumed  immunised. 

These  results  are  shown  in  tabular  form  below 


IIM3NI3.;TICH  IN  RELlTIiN  TO  CHILD  POPlTulTICN. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a.  full  course  * 

of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st,  December,  1947. 

H'P  et  31. 12. 47  : 

i.o.  Bom  in  leer.. 

Under  1|  1  >2  3  ;  4  .  5  to  9  10  -  14iTotal 

1947  |  1946  j  1545  1  1 944  :  1$43i  1938-42’  1933-37  lunder  15 

Number 

Immunised 

1  ;  i  •  i  1 

-  !  28  32  60  50  184  •  269  I  623  j 

Estimated 
imid-year  child 
jxoopulation 

Children  under  5  years  ;  Children  5-14 

i 

I  429  700 

1129 

1 

1947 , L-: 

whilst  no  notifications  were  received  of  dix>htheria  in 
X>ersons  under  fifteen  years  of  age  and  no  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
disease,  the  position  cannot  be  regarded  as  sa.tisfa.ctory,  for  it  would 
appear  that  there  is  still  a  significant  number  of  children  who  have  never 
received  any  prox>hylactic  trea.tment*  It  is  possible  that  the  records  do 
not  s how  the  true  position  and  may  understate  the  position,  but  this  error 
cannot  be  largo. 


There  is  little  opportunity  of  giving  reinforcing  doses  of 
prophylactic,  as  only  2  such  injections  were  given.  Reinforcing  doses  aro 
necessary  at  intervals  of  about  five  years,  if  the  initial  high  degree  of 
protection  is  to  be  maintained.  If  a  child  is  immunised  before  the  ago  of 
one  year,  reinforcing  doses  should  bo  given  a.t  the  ages  of  5  years,  10  years 
and  14  years.  This  is  r^obably  adequate  to  give  life  long  protection. 


No  schick  testing  is  carried  on  as  a  routine  at  the  £>rcsent 
time.  The  preparations  used  for  treatment  are  alum  precipitated  toxoid 
for  primary  courses  and  reinforcing  dj.^es  in  younger  children,  and  toxc id- 
antitoxin  flocculcs  for  use  in  elder  children. 


SC4BIDS:- 


During  the  year,  no  cases  of  scabies  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  De£>artment. 
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TTJLRRCIILOSIS :  - 


At  the  beginning  cf  the  year  there  were  51  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  Register,  2 6  pulmonary  and  23  n on -pulmon ary  cases. 
Airing  the  year,  10  cases  were  added  to  the  Register,  12  pulmonary  and 
6  non- "pulmonary ,  of  these  11  pulmonary  and  5  non-pvilmonary  v/ero  with  res* 
pool  to  new  cases.  Twelve  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register,  9  pul- 
mone>2  and  3  non-pubndnary.  »*t  the  end  of  the  year  therefore,  57  cases 
Remained  cn  the  Register,  29  pulmonary  and  28  ncn-pulmonary « 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT :  - 


I  am  indebted  bo  Mr»  3?*J@Parsonsy  Meteorologist- in- charge 9 
The  Observatory*,  Ross-on-Wye-,  for  the  following  report  for  the  year 
1947  s  « 


A  YEAR  OF  EXTREMES  o 


The  year  1947 ^  was  an  exceptional  yea r?  with  great  extremes 
in  the  matter  of  temperature  and  rainfalls  The  periods  of  excessive 
cold  and  great  heat5  as  well  as  of  abundant  rainfall  and  acute  drought 
appear  to  have  cancelled  each  other  out§  ao  that  the  years  mean 
temperature  and  total  rainfall  differed  but  little  from  normal* 

The  outstanding  months  were  February  (intense  cold)*  March 
(heavy  snow  and  floods}  and  August  (drought  and  record  sunshine) 9  whilst 
October  established  a  new  record  for  low  rainfalls 

» 

There  had  not  been  a  colder  month  of  any  name  since 
February  1895^  xvhen  the  mean  temperature  was  27*5  deg®*  or  1*2  dega? 
lowepthan  for  the  same  month  in  1947*  In  1881  January  was  about 
half  a  degree  colder  than  February  1947 ©These  are  the  only  month 5  s 
to  be  colder  than  February  1947 9  since  temperature  records  began  in 
1874, 

On  twelve  successive  days  in  February  temperature  did  not 
rise  above  freezing  pointy  and  there  was  only  one  night  free  from  frost*, 
even  in  the  shade*  On  two  nights  ground  temperature  fell  below  zero-? 
the  lowest  readings  for  February  since  1929  and  for  any  month  since 
J  anuary  1940 ,2 

The  ground  was  snow  covered  from  January  26th  to  February 
26  th  5  a  period  of  32  dajrsl 

March  had  the  heaviest  rainfall  of  the  year  vizs  6a95 
inches  (largely  consisting  of  snow)  which  was  a  new  record  high  total, 
for  the  month*  The  floods  resulting  from  the  thawing  snow  were  the 
worst  for  152  years* 


A  new  record  low  temperature  was  made  by  March 9  vlzs  6 
Tt  is  remarkable  that  in  one  and  the  same  year  were  experienced  the 
wettest  Spring  and  the  driest.  Autumn  on  record,  The  patter  was  in 
large  measure  'due  to  the  very  dry  October  whose  rat  mall  of  0,41 
inches  was  a,  record  low  total  for  that  month a 


© 


An  absolute  drought  prevailed  from  August  4th  to  September 
10th 5  inclusive.?  a  period  of  38  days?  'the  longest  on  record® 

August  has  its  highest  sunshine  total  since  registration 
started  in  1914,  In  total  duration  of  2?44  hours  has  only  twice 
foe  an  exceeded  during  the  period  in  any  month,  nzs  in  June  — <25  and 
June  1940® 


Nevertheless  the  year  was  deficient  in  sunshine,  only 
August  and  November  shewing  an  excess e 

At  no  time  during  the  hottest  weather  did  shade  temper¬ 
ature  exceed  85  deg*,  recalling  the  Summer  of  1933  When  a  similar 
experience  occured,  In  both  Summers  readings  of  9W  deg,,  or  more 
were  registered  on  the  South  Coast,  In  1947,  they  were  frequent 
in  mid-August,  thus  showing  that  it  is  not  always  cooler  by  the  sea 
than  inland! 
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The  Summer  of  1947,  was  the  warmest  ssinee  1933,  and  o.  /  a 
trifle  less  warm  than  that  of  1911,,  Of  individual  months  May  had 
not  been  warmer  since  1922,  whilst  September  was  the  warmest  since 
933 «  As  to  August,  it  had  not  been  warmer  since  1911*  As  a 
•rest  month  it  was  memorable  for  its  settled  dry  weather . 

Early  Summer  was  particularly  humid  and  oppressive,  but 
;  ier storms  were  rare  * 

Easterly  and  north- e as' terly  winds  were  remarkably 
vrsistant  throughout  February  and  much  of  January  and  March,  whilst 
>e  same  winds  predominated  in  August,  in  the  one  case  bringing  extreme 
cold,  and  in  the  other  excessive  heat  and  drought* 

The  usual,  statistical  Tables  are  appended :- 


TABLE  I.  AIR  TEMPERATURE  IN  SHADE  (deg*  Fahr0) 

Difference  _  Extremes. 

Month  Mean  from  normal*  Highest  Date*  Lowest.,  Date,* 


I  »«•—  .  -t  CAHelsV*  '  -<7+ 

January 
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28®  7 

March 

39*7 

April. 
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May 

56  ®1 
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July 
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62,4 

65*3 

September 

♦  58*9 

October 

50,7 

November 

46*0 

December 

42*5 

“2.7 
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TAJBIjE 


Month  « 

J  anuary 
February 
Mar  oh 


April 

May 

'June 


July 

August 

September 


October 

November 

■December* 


Year 


Month  * 

January 

February 

March 


April 

May 

June 


July 

August 

September 


October 
November 
De c ember 


Year 


II. 


j£ART&  T. mMP xaitri.'i’ Li Aii  ( deg e  Falir « j 


Means;- 


At  one 

Difference 

At  four 

Difference 

Foots 

from  normal. 

feet* 

from  normal 

38.7 

-1.2 

42*6 

-11 

34,8 

-4,9 

39,8 

-3*0 

38  s,  2 

~3a9 

39 . 2 

-4,3 

47 .1 

0*0 

45*2  • 

-1.1 

53*6 

~-Qa5 

53,8 

+  3^2 

660$  8 

.  +0,5 

56  e  3 

■+0^5 

62*8 

+  0*  5 

58 « 8 

-0*4 

65*3 

'5-2*9 

61*8 

4*1,7 

60 . 8 

.  o  O 

60,8 

+1.9 

53  „  3 

+  1.8 

.  56.J 

+  1*4 

421,2 

+  2,4 

5Xe6 

+  X  *  9 

42  *  1 

+1*3 

46  $  3 

+ 0  *  8 

50*4 

*  OsO 

53  ,  G 

-0.1 

GROUND-  SURD  ACS  ' 

}'EL{P.]lilATUR-ii e  (deg , 

Fa.hr 

No;  of  nights 

of  ground  frost 

A  Lowest  Temp, 

Date , 
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RAINFALL 

IN  INCHES o 

• 

Total 

i f  Terence 
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No. 
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i  *005'  i 

Month* 

depth 
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no rrr  -x ; 

daily  fall. 

Date . 
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8 
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19 
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“0*31 
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14 

14 
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16 

17 
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“l#  t-j0 

1 . 07 

o 

o 

2 
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1.21 
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,53 

20 

10 
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■% 

S41 

-2.78 

.  14 

23L 

8 

November 

1,96 

~QS7X 

-.72 

18 

17 

December 

1.89 

-0*  84 

4P 

4 

12 

March , 
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27.94 

“0„45 

1.9JL 

5 
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TABLE  IV. 


BRIGHT  SDN3HINE 


( Hour  s  and  tan  the ) , 


Difference 
-  ' nth a  Duration .frois  normals 


Beet  days 
record,. 


No®  of 
Date  -  SunlGjSi 


J anuray 

47 . 5 

-  6*4 

7.2 

X? 

14 

February 
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2 
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